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THIS IS AN EMERGENCY
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• Variety in size and unit types

• Mixture of income levels

• Upward mobility

• Flexibility to adjust to market demand

HOW HISTORIC SPOKANE 
WAS BUILT



Permanent ADU regulations were 
approved by City Council on June 27, 2022

• Not part of the Building Opportunity and 
Choices for All interim ordinance 

Changes included: 
• Increased detached size to 975 sf

• No minimum lot size 

• Removed owner occupancy requirement

• More flexibility on parking, dimensional 
standards, and design elements

Accessory Dwelling Units



INTERIM ZONING 
ORDINANCE

• July 2022 to July 2023*

• Changes to:
• Residential building types

• Density

• Site standards

• Design standards

• Centers and Corridors standards 
for residential development



• Duplexes, triplexes, fourplexes 
allowed on all residential lots

• Townhomes allowed in all residential 
areas

• Setbacks, land coverage, height 
requirements relaxed

• Design standards to ensure 
compatibility with existing 
neighborhoods

SUMMARY OF CHANGES



PERMIT ACTIVITY SO FAR

BOCA Units

Pre-Development 218

Plan review or permit issued 19

ADU Permits

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022a 2022b

17 22 13 28 12 32

2022a = January through May
2022b = June through Dec
ADU code changes adopted in June



WHAT is coming 
next?

PHASE I

Comprehensive
Plan 

Amendment

10

Building Opportunity 
for Housing

PHASE II

Development
Code

Amendment



WHEN will it take effect?

• Comprehensive Plan: 2Q 2023

• Likely changes include

• Residential density requirements

• Less need for Comprehensive Plan 
changes to support neighborhood-
compatible zoning changes

• Development Code: 3Q 2023

• Likely changes include

• Housing types allowed

• Site requirements (height, setbacks, 
etc.)

11



WHO are we talking to?

• Comprehensive Public Participation Plan

• Neighborhoods

• Residents

• Businesses

• Real Estate Professionals

• Local Agencies

• Local Stakeholders

• City Departments
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HOW to get involved
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• Housing survey is live 

• Check www.shapingspokanehousing.com for 
more info

• Regular email newsletter

• Email developmentcode@spokanecity.org to sign 
up

http://www.shapingspokanehousing.com/
mailto:developmentcode@spokanecity.org
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