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Our Past… 

"The notion used to be 

that if you weren't 

mining the landscape of 

its ore, or cutting down 

the forest for its trees, or 

covering the range with 

cattle, you were doing 

something wrong and 

your economy would 

stagnate," says Ray 

Rasker, the cofounder of 

Headwaters Economics” 



ID 

Bonner 
County 



Live, work, play…Sandpoint v.2.0 
National Geographic Adventure says Sandpoint is a "tight-knit mountain town that retains 
its frontier flare" in naming us a "best adventure town" in May 2012. 
 

Travel & Leisure magazine ranks Sandpoint among the nation's dozen "prettiest 
winter towns" in a March 2, 2012 feature. 

Ski Magazine makes Schweitzer an editor's pick for "Best-Kept Secret" thanks 
in part to "picture-perfect Sandpoint," in their 2011-2012 Resorts review. 

No. 1 Ski Town in USA' 
 
That's what Rand McNally called Sandpoint when it named the country's 
"Top Seven Ski Towns" in a January 17, 2012 roundup of the best mountain 
towns. Sandpoint won the top rating over the likes of Lake Tahoe, Park City, 
Mammoth and Jackson.  

A 'Top 10 Dream Town' 
 
Sunset Magazine calls Sandpoint a "four-season outdoorsy resort that's 
also a real town with a strong community spirit." September 2008 Top 
10 Dream Towns list. 

We're 'The Most Beautiful Town in USA' 
 
Don't take our word for it! That's what USA Today and Rand McNally 
declared after sending traveling teams to determine the five best small 
towns in America. Sandpoint grabbed "Most Beautiful Town" honors from 
among an initial 600+ nominees.  

Sorry…I’m going to be 
late to the call… 
construction has us 
down to a single track 
this morning…. I 
should be in the office 
in about 20 minutes.  



Welcome to 2014!!! 
 

95 percent of the net new jobs in the region are 
professional service positions. These are not low-paying 
hamburger flippers in fast-food restaurants or ski bums 
operating chairlifts. They are software sultans, 
accountants, architects, lawyers, and "Internet cowboys" 
riding bandwidth in search of their fortunes. 
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*According to a recent Headwaters Economics study, prepared with Stanford University 

The green-amenity economy! 



"The Internet removed geography as a 
significant obstacle that formerly prevented 
out-of-the-way places from being active players 
in the New Economy," says Gianforte. "I think 
this is the future." 

A phenomenon first identified by analysts with 
The Federal Reserve banks of Kansas City and Minneapolis 
who track economic barometers :…”they are adding an 
entrepreneurial dynamism to the region”.  

 The Intermountain West has had the highest 
rate of job growth over the past 10 years – 
14.7 percent, more than three times the 
national average. 

CSM- Return of the Rocky Mountain high.-Todd Wilkinson, Correspondent / June 9, 2013  

Enrico Moretti's book "The New Geography of Jobs," …maps 
out an emerging new economic landscape.  

“The start of innovation hubs is often due to one 
single individual starting or moving an anchor 
company in a specific location. “ 



Labor Force & Employment 

But the recession claimed nearly 450 manufacturing jobs.  

The county’s mainstay, sawmills, have been suffering from low prices. Since 2006, 
the Priest River area has lost more than 650 sawmill and logging jobs. 
November 2013 …Workforce Trends 

 

 

Paradigm Shift! 
Closer to 58% Expansion & Diversification! 
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Lifestyle Pilgrims 

“The start of innovation hubs is often due to one single individual 
starting or moving an anchor company in a specific location. “ 

$38.6B 

$409B 

$7.7B 

16 billion ad 
buys per day 



Jobs… 

“The start of innovation hubs is often due to one single individual 
starting or moving an anchor company in a specific location. “ 



Our Capacity for growth? 
….Non existent! 

�  6 business inquires over past 18 months 

�  Typical request: 25k-45K sq. ft. within 6 months 

�  I want to live in Sandpoint 

�  I’m relocating from (xyz).. 
�  Too humid (Texas) 

�  Workforce 

�  Environment 

�  Quality of life 

�  Business friendly 

�  Ski, lake, hunt, fish…  



How Desperate Are We?  

�  Lead-Lok, Inc. 
�  $85,000 Facility investment 

�  4,000 Sq Ft climate controlled warehouse 

�  $50,000 Idaho Gem Grant 

�  24 New jobs as a result.  

�  Manufacturing jobs in Idaho results in a 2.28 multiplier.  

�  24 Manufacturing jobs = 30 additional secondary and tertiary 
jobs.  

�  Total Economic Impact-54 jobs! 



200 + Acres 
available for 
infill 



The Future… 

SURA will invest 
$12,000,000.00 in the 
Downtown over the 
next +/- 6 years! 



Recent 
Commercial 

Activity… 
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Recent 
Commercial 

Activity… 

$1 Million 

$400k 

$1.4 Million 



Recent 
Commercial 

Activity… $5.5 Million 



Recent 
Commercial 

Activity… 

$5 Million 



Recent 
Commercial 

Activity… 

$1.4 Million 

$1.3 Million 

$4.5 Million 



Recent 
Commercial 

Activity… 

$323K TI 3,700 sq. Ft.  



Urban Renewal, Grants, Tax Incentives 



Senate Bill S. 3245 
EB-5 extended through 

September 2015 



Thank You! 

Jeremy Grimm 
Planning & Community 
Development Director 

208-255-1738 


